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because it was progressive it was disliked by the reactionaries everywhere, and in
Spain to-day we see the determined attack of fascist forces against a rising demo-
cracy. That is a lesson for us all, and that in miniature shows us the state of
the world to-day.

All minor problems sink into insignificance before this vital question of progress
versus reaction all over the world. It is well that we should throw our weight on
the side of progress and peace and line up with the forces that stand for this.
But that peace can come only when the root causes of war are removed.
As the Lucknow Congress declared its conviction athat such a peace can only be
established on an enduring basis when the cause of war are removed and the domi-
nation and exploitation of nation by nation is ended." Peace cannot come out of
fascism for both are founded on war.

I trust that the Indian People will give heed to this problem of world peace, with
which we are so intimately connected, and send their greetings to the brave effort
that is being made in Brussels to combat the menace of war. (September 2, 1936.)

5t

PEESIDENT'S MESSAGE OF GREETINGS

While we desire peace and try to check the forces making for war, we feel that
real peace can only come when the causes of war are removed. The Peace Congress
therefore must try to discover these causes of war and seek to remedy them.
Otherwise all its efforts will be largely wasted. We need not touch upon those
causes which make for war in the world and which are at present agitating Europe,
for you are well acquainted with them. But I should like to emphasise that peace
in colonial countries can only be established with the removal of imperialist domina-
tion. Peace cannot be made an excuse for the continuation of that domination, for
imperialism is itself the negation of peace. Therefore for us in India, as well as for
other countries situated like us, the first step must be political freedom to be
followed, I hope, by social freedom. Thus we shall be able to build up in our
country, in common with the rest of the world, an enduring foundation for peace
and freedom and human progress.

In India to-day we suffer from all the ills of imperialist domination and exploita-
tion, and our energies therefore are directed towards the removal of these evils.
The new Act which the British Parliament has passed with reference to the Indian
constitution strengthens this imperialist domination instead of weakening it
Therefore we have to combat it and we should like our comrades of other
countries to realise this present position in India and the difficulties we have to
face. In the economic sphere the distress of the peasantry as well as of the
workers and of large numbers of middle class unemployed is acute. <Thus the
economic situation has reached a stage when a mere political solution without the
solution of the economic problem will bring little relief to the people. Still the
political solution must inevitably precede all other steps. And that political
solution can only be the independence of India. The Indian National Congress
stands for this independence because it believes that only thus can it solve the
social problem that confronts the country.

But while pur National Congress works for Indian independence, it does not
believe in an isolated and aggressive nationalism. It looks forward to a world order
based on equity and co-operation between nations. "We trust that th9 World Peace
Congress will work to this so that the root causes of war might be removed and
an era of peace and progress dawn on this distracted worH.

Civil Liberties   Union

SHBI JAWAHAELAL NEEBTJ'S ANNOTIKCEMENT

1 have received a large   number of replies to'my _ letter on  the formation of the
Civil Liberties Union.   The proposed provisional constitution   has been almost
mpusly approved.   Two or three   suggestions have   been made   in regard to it
wOl no doubt   receive consideration,   Almost every   one, who   has so jfac
has agreed to join   the National Council. ^ As   other   answers   are   awaited,
the announcement of names of the Council will be made later,            " , f          ' -^

There has also been unanimous   agreement  to the   nroposal   fixat JS^aasii Sarojml
l$aichi sh$&Id tie t&e fcead of t&e organisation.   Mrs. Na&iu Mndly ^re#t to

